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STELLINGEN 
Nawabi Karnatak: Muhammad Ali Khan in the Making of a Mughal Successor State in 
Pre-colonial South India, 1749-1795 
 
1. Understanding the history of eighteenth-century Nawabi Karnatak should start from the 
recognition that it is the meeting point of three different cultural worlds: Mughal, South 
Indian and European.  
2. Nawab Muhammad Ali Khan took the Mughal Empire as his model of state-formation.  
3. Not his financial debts to the British but his military embrace of the British fatally 
undermined the Nawab’s political power. 
4. British imperial expansion in Karnatak was the end-product of a tripartite competition 
between the Nawab, the English East India Company and the British government.  
5. There should be more South Asian voices in historical research on Indo-European 
interaction. 
6. The extensive technological and cultural borrowings from the Europeans by the Indians 
were carried out to serve local objectives as much as to fight against European expansion. 
7. Biographical research, combined with detailed historical contextualization, can be a 
powerful interpretative tool to correct or alter dominant grand narratives, frameworks, 
or too-rigid pillarization. 
8. Diverse historical evidences of religious tolerance in premodern time prove that there is 
no eternal clash between different faiths, therefore, sectarian conflict is not necessary 
persisting forever. 
9. The best ideas come to me in the kitchen, in the bathroom, or on the bicycle, rather than at 
the study desk. 
10. The day’s weather can really alter the mood of a whole town. 
 
 
